
































PINHEIRO, Raquel dos Santos Leal Vita . Induced Abortion , pregnancy and Locus of 

Control . Doctoral Thesis in Psychology , Institute of Psychology, University of São 

Paulo, 1997. 

ABSTRACT 

The main purpose of this research was, to investigate, in the light of the 

Kleinian Psychoanalystic approach, the experience and the interpretation of the 

matemity and induced abortion in women. The specific objectives were : a) to verify 

how the women who had practiced or tried to practice the abortion and, how women, in 

pregnancy status , present themselves for the Locus of Control dirnensions; b) to verify 

if difference exi$tS between the two groups in the three dimensions of the Locus of 

Control ; c) to relate the two groups interview data \vith the results obtained in the same 

s.cale. 

To reach such goals, 26 women were interviewed, divided in two groups: 

Group ~ with 13 women with abortion tentative, \Vi th success or not and the Group G 

with 13 pregnant women. Beside the interview , the participants were submitted to 

Levenson' s Multidimensional Scale o f Locus o f C ontrol . 

It was applied the Mann-Whitney ' s U Proof to verify i f there were 

differences between the two groups in the three subscales ( I, A e OP ) ; the results 

indicated that there weren't significant differences berween I and A and in the score IT, 

but there were significant differences between them, in the subscale OP. 

For the matemity interpretation it was utilized the studies of Marie Langer 

( 1986) and Elizabeth Badinter ( 1980) and for the abortion interpretation the studies o f 

Julio Aray and Melanie Klein. 



The propositions of these authors were confirmed by the anaiysis of the 

interviews and its was vrified that the women distinguished themseives by the use 

they've done of the belief on the internai contrai and on the reiationship with their 

partners. 

We concluded, therefore, that the reiationship with the partner is one of the 

most important factor o f the abortion decision. 
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